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Synopsis

Peter the Great dies and passes the Russian throne to his 16-yearold daughter, Elizaveta. The young, carefree and energetic princess
is not ready to give up on gorgeous dresses, handsome admirers and
passionate love affairs for the crown. However, fate has other plans for
her. Elizaveta is forced to take the path of dangerous adventures in
order to deal with court intrigues, stalking and evil plots. Three fearless
bodyguards of the princess will accompany her along the way and are
willing to do whatever it takes to save the future Empress’ life and her
empire.

The plot

It’s 1725. During the last minutes of his life, the first Emperor of All the
Russias and the last Russian tsar, Peter the Great, changes his testament
and passes the throne to his beloved young daughter – 16-year-old
Elizaveta. But the young princess dreams of a different kind of life. She
is deeply in love and is not ready to sacrifice her own happiness for the
crown. Powerful courtiers find out about the testament. Vice Chancellor
Andrey Osterman and Prince Alexander Menshikov become Elizaveta’s
mortal enemies. Even her own mother, Ekaterina I, is ready to compete
with her for the throne. Elizaveta finds herself dragged into the world
of sophisticated court intrigues. Her father’s testament is threatening
her future. Some great challenges await Elizaveta: she is to go through
betrayals, hatred, and find true love. The future empress is accompanied
by her loyal bodyguards, childhood friends, who are willing to do
anything to protect the princess. Born to reign, Elizaveta will become the
great ruler of Russia and save the Empire from chaos and turbulence.

TV series "Elizaveta" is
a new chapter in the cycle
of period dramas about
Russian monarchs

Russia TV channel has successfully aired films
dedicated to Ivan III and Sophia Palaiologina
("Sophia"), Ivan the Terrible ("The Terrible"), Boris
Godunov ("Godunov"). 3 seasons of the "Ekaterina"
series show viewers true life of Ekaterina II in XVIII.
The film was highly praised both in Russia and abroad.
"Ekaterina" is translated into over 20 languages and has
been broadcast on TV channels and streaming services
in 104 countries all over the world. "Elizaveta" is
created by the same talented team with Dmitry Iosifov
in the director’s chair, Maxim Shinkorenko behind
the camera, Svetlana Moskvina working on costumes,
Artyom Demidov on makeup, and Vadim Shaphransky
heading the art department.

Creators
about the
series

Dmitry Iosifov
director

"First and foremost, it is a love story of young
Elizaveta. The main conflict of the film is based
on her unwillingness to accept the throne.
Everything else builds up on that. Her name
and descent oblige her to take it, although she
sincerely doesn’t want to be the empress. She
dreams of living a full life, of loving and being
loved, she wants to stargaze carelessly."

"We didn’t strive to bring complete
historical accuracy to the screen but we
definitely did not ignore it. The series
is an adventure inspired by Alexandre
Dumas novels. We took some liberties in
portraying the past in order to explore
whether the events taking place in the
series could have been possible. And they
could! We made a fun adventure film
focusing on providing the audience with
a closer and more personal look into the
lives of people standing behind the great
historical events: their love, passion and
genuine feelings. Our drama is sure to
engage the viewers."

Alexander Topuriya
screenwriter

"It is an adventure film with many unexpected
plot twists."

"Elizaveta Petrovna lacked the monstrosity
Anna Ioannovna, Ekaterina I or even Peter
the Great had. She was known to be incredibly
easy-going. During her reign, there were barely
any executions. She, on contrary, brought
beauty and stability to the empire."

Yulia Khlynina
as Elizaveta

"At the beginning of our story, Elizaveta is so
very young and naive. She wants to live a full
life, to love and be loved. But circumstances
force her to grow up very fast. Her character
is very strong; in the course of the series,
she becomes an independent and powerful
woman willing to take on any challenge."

Agrippina Steklova
as Ekaterina I

"Elizaveta’s relationship with her
mother is very complicated. They go
from misunderstanding each other and
completely breaking up to the inner need to
be recognized by each other. Elizaveta
is a bold girl with some real guts but it is not
obvious to the viewers at first. Her inner
strength is incredible."

Kirill Chernyshenko
as Shubin

"Everything was against Elizaveta’s affair
with Shubin. It was true love indeed but it
interfered with the state affairs. My character
was aware of his complicated position within
the political system of the empire, he guided
Elizaveta and was the steady arm the princess
could lean on."

Costuming
& makeup

"Elizaveta" is full of intrigues, adventures, duels, balls, and love affairs.
Along with that, the costume crew went above and beyond to make
amazing memorable costumes: sheen, bright colors, interesting textures.
Outfits and makeup of the characters transport the audience to the
exciting and beautiful reconstruction of the Gallant Century.
Artyom Demidov
makeup designer

"We refused to use prosthetic makeup for
characters to look more natural. For the
ball scenes, we whitened actors’ faces a little
bit, drew beauty marks but avoided putting
thick heavy masks on their faces. In order
to emphasize the paleness of the nobles and
show their renowned blue blood, we added
different feathers and pastel colors to their
outfits."

330 wigs, over 200 fake beards and 400 moustaches were used
on set. The art department even made a plaster copy of Peter
the Great’s mask which had been created by the famous sculptor
Carlo Rastrelli during the tsar’s lifetime.

Costumes of the main characters are the exact copies of their
historical references. The virtuoso crew masterfully recreated the
jacket Peter wears to the Assembly, his silk schlafrock, Ekaterina’s
ruby crown, and many other details.

Svetlana Moskvina
costume designer

"I’m a historian, so I know my way around
the fashion of that era. For example, the cut
of men’s costumes used in the series nails the
historical accuracy, but women’s garments are
a little bit made-up.
The artistic choices of the costume crew
divided the characters into two groups.
On the one hand, we have the older
generation: empresses, princes and nobles
dressed in luxurious costumes in dark,
gloomy colors. On the other hand, there is
the carefree young generation headed by
Elizaveta: graceful and charming girls, brave
officers and pages."

Elizaveta’s outfits reflect her youth, freshness and ease: light tones,
clean colors, free-flowing silhouettes. She wears elegant jewelry, no
golden sewing or dim colors. She does resemble a pretty porcelain
doll, as her father, Peter I, describes her.

A man’s suit that she wears to the Assembly is particularly charming;
her legs in white stockings make a strong impression on Duke
Golshtinsky. As for Ekaterina I and Anna Ioannovna, their costumes
are distinguished by a solemn luxury: expensive jewelry, elaborate
hairstyles, and heavy dark fabrics.

Shooting
& decorations

Vadim Shaphransky
art director

"The series was shot in Moscow,
Rostov-on-Don, Saint Petersburg, and
their surroundings. Pieces of the Petrine era
were found in Oranienbaum where visitors
can still see the palace and park in their
original form, as well as in the Kuskovo
and Tsaritsyno memorial estates. Location
shooting took place on the coast of the
Gulf of Finland. For interior shooting, we
built a whole complex of sets, starting from
Peter the Great’s palace to Lefortovsky
palace. There were 15 rooms built, but it
was a construction set of some kind, easy to
disassemble and assemble into something
new — sometimes in a completely different
architecture style. Some premises were
remade 4 times."

"For shooting on the streets of Saint Petersburg,
we had to, of course, decorate roads, modern
illumination, drain pipes, advertisement. It was
a lot of work."

Actors
& their roles

Yulia Khlynina
as Elizaveta

A viewer sees Elizaveta in the most
blossoming period of her life. The audience
will witness her first love affairs, meet her
favorites and loyal pages. The empress was
fond of feasts, hunts, fashion, and theaters.
Having inherited her parents’ temper,
Elizaveta was amorous, lighthearted and
emotional. People described the future
empress as beautiful, resourceful and
ingenious. She was also known as a great
dancer.

Elizabeth Petrovna
(1709 – 1762), also known as
Yelisaveta or Elizaveta, reigned as
Empress of Russia from 1741 until
her death in 1762. She remains
one of the most popular Russian
monarchs because of her decision
not to execute a single person
during her reign, hernumerous
construction projects, and her
strong opposition to Prussian
policies.
© Wikipedia

In 1728, the Spanish envoy Duke de Lirna wrote:
"I have never seen such a beautiful woman
as Princess Elizaveta. She has a flawless
complexion, beautiful eyes, an excellent neck,
and an incomparable waist. She is tall, extremely
energetic, a great dancer, and a fearless
horsewoman. Elizaveta is smart, graceful,
and very coquettish."

Elizaveta Petrovna was never married and had no children.
Having become the Empress, she continued her father’s policy
and did a lot to strengthen the Russian Empire, even though
she led a frivolous and hedonistic lifestyle.

Coquetry, fashion
& feminism

Elizaveta’s main passion was fashion. She never wore the same
dress twice. According to legend, she left over 15,000 items in her
wardrobe.

One of Elizaveta’s most memorable outfits in the series is a soft
green dress with pink roses embroidered on the chest. It reminds
us about the paintings by Botticelli.
"Elizaveta revolutionized womenswear in her
times. She brought a men’s suit into the ladies’
wardrobe and often wore men’s attire herself.
She was a bit of a rebel, and I would even say
she became a symbol of feminism in those
days."
Yulia Khlynina

Alexander Baluyev
as Peter the Great

"I have already portrayed the emperor in
the "Peter the Great: Testament" series.
And it was interesting for me to touch
his immense personality again, to learn
something new about him. Tsar Pyotr
Alekseyevich Romanov is such a powerful
historical figure — one can endlessly
discover new character traits and unknown
aspects of his life."

Рeter the Great, Peter I
or Pyotr Alekséyevich
(1672 - 1725) ruled the Tsardom
of Russia and later the Russian
Empire from 1682 until his death
in 1725. Under his reign, Russia
was modernised and grew into a
European power. Peter’s reforms
had a lasting impact on Russia,
and many institutions of the
Russian government trace their
origins to his reign.He adopted
the title of Emperor in place
of the old title of Tsar in 1721,
and founded and developed the
city of Saint Petersburg, which
remained the capital of Russia
until 1917.
© Wikipedia

Agrippina Steklova
as Ekaterina I

"Ekaterina was an extraordinary woman
who went through a lot and became the
first Russian empress. This role made me
dive into another dimension. I witnessed
all these royal figures stepping out from
paintings right onto the set. They spoke
in a simple, understandable language.
I hope that we managed to create not
some fake cardboard characters but real
people with their own weaknesses, vices,
flaws, wittiness, and rudeness at times."

Catherine I or Ekaterina I
(1684 - 1727) was the commoner
second wife and Empress consort
of Peter the Great, and Empress
Regnant of Russia from 1725
until her death in 1727. Elizaveta
Petrovna’s mother.
© Wikipedia

Victor Rakov
as Prince Menshikov

"Menshikov was the closest companion
of Peter the Great, whom the emperor
trusted. I was shocked to find out that he
was such a schemer and a thief, especially
after the emperor’s death. Menshikov
had a very pretty and beloved daughter,
Masha. He wanted her to marry the young
heir to the Russian throne. He himself
was a nitpicker, loved beautiful jewelry,
followed fashion trends. He is a very striking
character and it’s hard to imagine the
Russian Empire history without him."

Prince Alexander Danilovich
Menshikov (1673 – 1729) was
a Russian statesman, whose official
titles included Generalissimo,
Prince of the Russian Empire
and Duke of Izhora (Duke of
Ingria), Prince of the Holy Roman
Empire, Duke of Cosel. A highly
appreciated associate and friend
of Tsar Peter the Great, he was
the de facto ruler of Russia for
two years.
© Wikipedia

Alexey Agranovich
as Andrey Osterman

"Andrey Osterman was a courtier very
close to Peter the Great. He sees his
mission as continuing the policy of Peter
the Great. Not a selfish person, he was
driven by an idea, absolutely sincere
beliefs. And it was important for me to
understand that he had done some bad
things not out of his own greed and selfinterest. Osterman almost never loses
his temper, he is cautious and always on
guard. Their relationship with Elizaveta
is not easy; he bet on her but she didn’t
accept his proposal. It hurt him a lot.
He couldn’t forgive her."

Count Andrey Ivanovich Osterman
(1686 – 1747) was a German-born
Russian statesman who came to
prominence under Peter the Great
and served until the accession of
Elizaveta Petrovna in 1741. He based
his foreign policy on the Austrian
alliance. General Admiral
(1740; dismissed 1741).
© Wikipedia

Kirill Chernyshenko
as Lieutenant Shubin

"When I was a child, one of my favorite books was
"Peter the Great" by Alexei Tolstoy. I fell in love with that
era while reading it. When I got to play Shubin, I completely
immersed myself in my character and approached it with full
responsibility – I learned to wear a sword, a musket, a cocked
hat. This project made one more dream of mine come true.
I used to do show jumping for five years and really wanted to
show my riding skills in a historical film. My character is
a wit, a swordsman, a lover, a Russian officer, a lieutenant.
He is young but already an experienced military man. He
was a brave and devoted man ready to take responsibility for
events of national importance. There was true love between
him and Elizaveta; he supported her, guided her, he was the
shoulder she could rely on."

The historical adventure drama "Elizaveta" is an enthralling
romantic story about vicissitudes of life of the future Russian
Empress Elizaveta, Peter the Great’s daughter. It is set in the
age of adventures and reckless passion. The series has it all:
plots, chasing, duels, balls, beautiful ladies in elaborate dresses,
and brave officers of Preobrazhensky Life-guards Regiment.
"Elizaveta" will surely appeal to a wide audience, including the
youngsters. The action scenes and emotional affairs will keep the
viewers on the edge of their seats, sucking them into the exciting
era of Romanticism.
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