














Historians describe the reign of  Catherine the Great as a Golden Age. The Empress 
came to symbolize Russia’s wealth and might. She is seen as a “philosopher  

on the throne”. She was sympathetic to the Age of  Enlightenment in Europe  
and conducted extensive correspondence with many of  Europe’s greatest minds  

including Voltaire, Diderot and d’Alembert.

Russia is an immense and mighty land.
Anything I do as Empress will be a mere  

drop in the ocean.
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